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Thank you for purchasing your subscription to StudentPrep 
through admission2college. 

 
Your account includes: 

A College Planning Tool 
A College Search Tool 
2 SAT and 2 ACT Test Prep Courses Powered by 
premier online provider ePrep. 
The Student Profile Builder 

12-month subscription to StudentPrep with 24/7 access to:

A weekly newsletter covering the latest news in college 
admissions.  



College Planning Tool - Student

Login into your StudentPrep account and go to the College Planning tab to begin 



Background-Basic Data 

This is where we collect the information necessary to build an admission-style 
record for you. We take into consideration any personal circumstance that may 
have impacted your high school performance inside and outside of the 
classroom or if you are the first in your family to attend college. Later in the 
program, we will compare your completed academic record and personal profile 
to the admission standards of the colleges on your list. 



Academics - GPA & Class 

Rank

In this section, you build your academic record. Your grade point average (GPA) is a good 
measure of how well you are doing in school. We are interested in your unweighted GPA 
on whatever scale your school uses. Class rank is another helpful indicator of how you 
stand compared to your classmates. If your school doesn't rank students, don't worry. We 
can proceed without it. 

Unweighted GPA 

An unweighted GPA is a grade point average that values all grades equally, whether 
they're earned in regular, honors, AP, IB, or college-level courses. For example, 4.0 or its 
equivalent is the maximum unweighted GPA. A cumulative unweighted GPA is a grade 
point average that factors in all unweighted grades from 9th grade on. If you don't know 
your cumulative unweighted GPA, make your best estimate. Do not use your weighted 
GPA as we will weight your high-level courses in "Courses and Level." Using a weighted 
GPA will artificially increase your academic rating. 

Class Rank 

Class rank is a number that shows how your academic record compares to others in your 
high school grade. But remember if your school doesn't rank students, don't worry. We can 
proceed without it. 



Academics - Courses & 

Level

Colleges want to see how you've challenged yourself in what they call the "five solids" or 
"core courses." Select the highest academic level of each course you've taken or are 
scheduled to take. 

Recommended Courses 

You'll satisfy the admission requirements of most colleges, if you take the following 
during high school: 

• Four (4) years of English 
• At least two (2) years of history/social studies 
• At least three (3) years of mathematics 
• At least three (3) years of science (at least two (2) classes with labs) 
• At least two (2) years of foreign language 

Since course recommendations and requirements can vary from college to college, it's a 
good idea to check the course policies of each of the colleges on your list. 

When you apply to a college, the admission office will look at your entire transcript with 
emphasis on the difficulty of your 12th grade schedule. Our evaluation of your course 
level will be most accurate if you can use actual or planned 12th grade subjects. If not 
yet known, use your 11th grade schedule, either actual or planned. 



Academics - Awards

Some students have been able to take what they learn in class to compete in extracurricular 
examinations, projects or other academic contests. Accomplishments in one of the areas 
indicated can be a plus in the admission process. 

Choose the highest level academic award you've won since the ninth grade: 

Award Level 

International/National 

Regional/State 

County/School 

Examples 

• Finalist or Semifinalist, National Merit Scholarship Program
• Winner or honorable mention, U.S. Math Olympiad 
• National Hispanic Scholar, National Hispanic Recognition Program 
• National finalist, Intel Science Talent Search or Siemens Competition
(individual) 

• Commended Student, National Merit Scholarship Program 
• Took exam for the U.S. National Chemistry Olympiad
• Semifinalist, U.S. Physics Team 
• Top prize, state science fair 
• Gold medalist (or equivalent), high-level national language exam 

• Silver medalist (or equivalent), high-level national language exam 
• Member, National Honor Society 
• Top prize, county science fair 
• Top scorer, Math League 
• Entrant, Intel Science Talent Search or Siemens Competition 
(individual) 



Academics - 

Standardized Tests

Have you taken any standardized tests yet? 

Most schools consider your test scores as part of the admission process. They provide a 
helpful national standard for comparing academic achievement. Nevertheless, test scores are 
not as important as the high school courses you've taken and the grades you've received. 

About the PSAT 

The PSAT includes four multiple-choice sections that cover three subject areas: Reading 
(Section 1), Writing (Section 2), and Mathematics (Sections 3 and 4). The Reading and 
Writing sections are combined to yield an Evidence-Based Reading and Writing score on a 
160-760 scale ("Reading/Writing") and the two math sections are combined to yield a 
Mathematics score on a 160-760 scale ("Math"). Thus, your OVERALL score on the PSAT 
will be in the 320-1520 range. 

Every October/November, the PSAT is administered to 11th graders. This PSAT is called the 
PSAT/NMSQT because the test serves as the National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. 

Every February/March, the PSAT is administered to 10th graders. This PSAT is called the 
PSAT 10. 

Every September, January, February, and March, the PSAT is administered to 8th and 9th 
graders. This PSAT is called the PSAT 8/9. 



Academics - 

Standardized Tests (cont.)

The New SAT includes four multiple-choice sections that cover three subject areas: 
Reading (Section 1), Writing (Section 2), and Mathematics (Sections 3 and 4). The Reading 
and Writing sections are combined to yield an Evidence-Based Reading and Writing score 
on a 200-800 scale ("Reading/Writing") and the two math sections are combined to yield a 
Mathematics score on a 200-800 scale ("Math"). Thus, your OVERALL score on the New 
SAT will be in the 400-1600 range. 

Most students will take the New SAT in the spring of eleventh grade or in the fall of twelfth 
grade 

About the New SAT 

If you took the SAT on or after March 5, 2016, you took the newly redesigned SAT (the “New 
SAT”). 

About the Old SAT 

If you took the SAT before March 5, 2016, you took the old SAT (the “Old SAT”). Although 
we are calling it the Old SAT, don’t worry: colleges will still consider scores from this test 
when reviewing your application. 

The Old SAT includes one essay and nine multiple-choice sections that cover three subject 
areas: Critical Reading, Mathematics, and Writing.  You will receive a score in each of the 
three subject areas in the 200-800 range. Thus, your OVERALL score on the Old SAT will
be in the 600-2400 range. 



Academics - 

Standardized Tests (cont.)

About the ACT 

The ACT is composed of four tests that cover four subject areas: English, Mathematics, 
Reading, and Science.  The ACT also includes an optional Writing Test that some colleges 
recommend and others require.  Most students take the ACT in the spring of eleventh grade or
in the fall of twelfth grade. 

About SAT Subject Tests 

There are 20 SAT Subject Tests that cover five general areas: English, history, mathematics, 
science, and languages.  Although subject tests are offered several times a year, most 
students take them in May or June of tenth or eleventh grade as they complete their full-year 
courses. 



Activities Plus - School 

Activities

This is where you built your personal profile. How involved are you in activities at school? If so, 
please rate yourself.  

The extracurricular activities you choose and your level of involvement can tell colleges a lot 
about you. 

Help Me Decide (You will be rating yourself on a scale of minimal to unusually dedicated and 
successful) 

Minimal 

Good

Very Good 

Excellent 

• My participation in school activities is minimal. 

• I participate regularly 
• Example: I'm a member of one or two school clubs. 

• I actively participate in a number of school activities. 
• Example: I play in the marching band, pep band, and operate the lighting 
for school plays. 

• I actively participate in a number of school activities, and I have a major 
role in one of them. 
• Example: I serve on the executive committee for my class, I'm a peer 
counselor for freshmen, and I play on the tennis team. 



Activities Plus - School 

Activities (Cont.)

Outstanding 

Exceptional 

Unusually 
Dedicated 
and 
Successful 

Examples of School Activities 

• Athletics 
• Band 
• Debate 
• Model UN and similar 

• School publications 
• School clubs 
• Student government 
• Theater, dance, and similar 

• I actively participate in a number of school activities, and I have a 
major role in two or more of them. One of my activities has received 
recognition at the league or county level. 
• Example: I am the graphic designer for an award-winning literary 
magazine, I co-founded the chess club, and I play in the jazz band. 

• I actively participate in a number of school activities, and I have a 
major role in two or more of them. One of my activities has received 
recognition at the state level. 
• Example: I'm president of my class and a starter on basketball and 
softball teams. The softball team won the state championship in its 
division last year. I'm also a member of my school's Model UN team. 

• I actively participate in a number of school activities, and I have a 
major role in two or more of them. One of my activities has received 
recognition at the national level. 
• Example: I'm the model builder for the robotics club, which won first 
prize in the FIRST national competition. I'm also a peer leader, a 
diversity committee board member, a student council officer, and an 
environmental club co-founder. 



Activities Plus - Talent

Do you have an individual talent? If so, please rate yourself. 

Achievement isn't measured by the importance and success of group activities alone. 
Colleges want to know whether you possess any individual talents that are special or have 
earned you recognition. 

Help Me Decide (You will be rating yourself on a scale of minimal to very rare) 

Minimal 

Average 

Above 
Average 

Well Above 
Average 

• I don't really have a talent. 

• I have some talent. 
• Example: I'm a cartoonist for the high school newspaper and I help 
design posters for school activities and events. 

• I believe I'm more talented than many of my peers. 
• Example: I have played the clarinet in the high school orchestra since 
ninth grade. 

• My high school has formally recognized me for my talent. 
• Example: I'm an accomplished dancer, both jazz and modern, and I was 
voted best all-around dancer in my grade. 



Activities Plus - Talent 

(Cont.)

Very Strong 

Unusually 
Strong 

Very Rare 

Examples of Talent Areas 

• Dance 
• Debate 
• Theater 
• Music 

• Visual Arts 
• Writing 
• Athletics  

• I have been recognized for my talent at the local or county level. 
• Example: I play varsity football and baseball, and I was voted second 
team all-county in football. 

• I have been recognized for my talent at the state or regional level. 
• Example: I'm an artist and my work was exhibited in a state museum as 
part of a larger exhibition to recognize up-and-coming artists. 

 I've been recognized for my talent at the national or international level. 
• Example: I was judged to be the number one female competitor in the 
National Extemporaneous Speaking Championship. 



Activities Plus - Outside 

Activities

Please rate yourself. 

Help Me Decide (You will be rating yourself on scale of minimal to unusually dedicated and 
successful) 

• Are you active in group activities outside of school or do you have a job? 
• Your interests may lead you to worthwhile activities outside of school. Colleges understand 
this and, therefore, want to know more about your participation and accomplishments in 
outside-of-school activities. 

Minimal 

Good

Very Good 

Excellent 

• I do very little outside of school. 

• I stay active during the summer. 
• Example: I work at a part-time job, travel, and do some creative writing 
during the summer months. 

• I keep busy outside of school, taking advantage of free time to get a lot 
done. 
• Example: I babysit during the school year and give religious instruction to 
youth groups year-round. I am also a senior counselor for several weeks at a 
summer sleep-away camp. 

• I use my free time well and do things of interest that have a positive effect 
on others. 
• Example: I'm on my town's environmental committee, and I led an effort to 
raise money for recycling containers that are now in my town's public parks 
and playgrounds 



Activities Plus - Outside 

Activities (Cont.)

Outstanding 

Exceptional 

Unusually 
Dedicated and 
Successful 

• I use my free time to accomplish things that are very important to me 
and distinguish me from others. 
• Example: I want to be a business leader one day, so I started a 
company that cleans swimming pools. I now have 3 employees and hope 
to net $5000 this year. 

• I'm very dedicated to what I do outside of school and I work very hard to 
"make a difference." 
• Example: I'm finishing the requirements for Eagle Scout or the Girl 
Scout Gold Award. My current project, making hurricane emergency kits 
for senior citizens, won a state award. I'm also active in my church's 
youth group. 

• My outside-of-school efforts have led to accomplishments that truly 
distinguish me from my peers. 
• Example: Among more than 5,000 total applicants, I was chosen as one 
of 100 pages to work in the U.S. Senate. 

Examples of Outside Activities 

• Girl or Boy Scouts 
• Paying job 
• Internship  

• Religious youth group 
• Club sports 
  



Activities Plus 

- Volunteerism

Do you volunteer? Please rate yourself. 

Help Me Decide (You will be rating yourself on a scale from 19 to 25 hours to over 200 
hours of volunteering in the past 12 months) 

Volunteer,or unpaid, work is not only beneficial to the people you serve, it may also help you 
grow as a person. Nearly all colleges value applicants who have spent some time during 
high school volunteering. 

Why Volunteer? 

Volunteering shows: 

• You have a desire to help others.
• You have interests outside the classroom. 
• You can live up to a commitment,  



Activities Plus - Character 

Traits

How would your teachers and counselors describe you? Please rate yourself. 

When you apply to college, you'll be required to submit a certain number of recommendations 
from teachers and your guidance counselor, the people at school who presumably know you 
best. They'll be asked to compare various aspects of your personality, or character traits, to 
those of your classmates. How are they likely to rate you in their letters of recommendation? 

Help Me Decide (You will be rating yourself on a scale from Below Average/Average to One of 
the best they’ve seen) 

Below Average / Average 

Good

Very Good 

Excellent 

Outstanding 

Exceptional 

One of the best   
they've seen  

Teacher/Counselor Ratings 

average, or below my peers 

in the top 50% among my peers 

in the top 25% among my peers 

in the top 15% among my peers 

in the top 10% among my peers 

in the top 5% among my peers 

among the best, they have seen in their 
careers 



Activities Plus - Character 

Traits (Cont.)

Examples of Character Traits 

• Respect teachers have for you 

• Work habits 

• Maturity 

• Motivation 

• Integrity 

• Concern for others 

• Self-confidence 

• Initiative & independence 

• Intellectual promise 

• Academic achievement 

   



College Planning Tool - Colleges

Login to your StudentPrep account and go to the College Planning tab to search and select colleges.



My Colleges - Search & 

Select

Now it’s time to select some colleges. 
 

You will separate your college selection results into two categories: 
 

• Consider List 
• Apply List 

 
In each list, we will use the data you provided in your academic record and personal profile and 

calculate an overall admission rating for you. We'll compare your current admission record to the 
admission records, or credentials, of the most recent freshmen at each of the colleges you 

selected. You can move the schools you select between the two lists. 
 

How to Search for and Select Colleges 
Search & Select 

 
The college search tool allows you to search for schools and read their profile by: 

 
• Type of school: Public or Private. 

• College setting: Urban, Suburban or Rural 
• Location: Distance from home, Region of the country, State 

• Size of student body 



My Colleges - Find 

Colleges

If you have a specific college in mind, you can use the Find Colleges search feature by entering a school’s name
and adding it to one of your lists.  

 
When using the Find Colleges feature to supplement your efforts outside this program, we recommend that you enter 
preferences regarding size and location, as these are meaningful "list reducers" or search filters.  You can then further 

focus your search with the public/private and other search settings.  
 

Web sites are a good source of information, as many include video tours and chat rooms that allow you to 
correspond with members of the admission office and undergraduates.While you will likely find the Find 

Colleges feature extremely helpful, your college search should include resources outside this program such as:  

• College Board Big Future - https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org 
• The Princeton Review - https://www.princetonreview.com/ 
• US News Rankings - http://www.usnews.com/ 
• Washington Monthly - http://washingtonmonthly.com/magazine/septoct-2015/ 
• National Association for College Admission Counseling - https://www.nacacnet.org 
• Other publications and websites that are available. 

Also, conduct your college search by asking you relatives, friends, teachers and counselors for recommendations on 
colleges that might be a good match for you. Your college search should also include college visits, either in person 
or via the Internet.  While an in-person college visit can be formal, including an official campus tour and an interview
with an admission officer, it can also be informal, including little more than walking around campus to determine how 
comfortable you feel with the surroundings.  College web sites are a good source of information, as many include 
video tours and chat rooms that allow you to correspond with members of the admission office and undergraduates. 

https://www.nacacnet.org/


College Planning Tool - Fix & Match 

Login to your StudentPrep account and go to the College Planning tab to search and select colleges.



Fit & Match - Your Results 

Once you have complied your Consider and Apply Lists of schools click on the Fit & Match tab and 
you will see your results; comparing your current admission record to the admission records, or 

credentials, of the most recent freshmen at each of the colleges you selected. 

The process we use is similar to the one used by college admission offices to evaluate and 
compare applicants. We place each college you selected into one of the five "buckets" or 
categories has been validated for accuracy by testing against tens of thousands of actual 

admission decisions. Based on this study, you can get an idea of your admission chances by 
clicking on the question mark next to the description of each bucket. 

 
As you are doing this, it is important to emphasize that the accuracy of our prediction 

model is dependent on the accuracy of the data you enter as well as the data the colleges 
submitted. 



Fit & Match - Your Results 

(Cont.) 
Your selected schools with be placed 
in the following admission “buckets” 
or categories: 

Very Good to Excellent 
While being admitted is never a certainty, your academic record and personal profile is stronger than the records of nearly all recent 
freshmen at these colleges. If these colleges offer scholarships to freshmen (as many colleges do), you are definitely in the running for 
some financial assistance. Validity study shows an admission chance from 88% to 98%. 

Solid to Strong 
While there are no guarantees that you will be admitted, your academic record and personal profile is stronger than the records of most 
recent freshmen at these colleges. If these colleges offer scholarships to their strongest applicants (as many colleges do), you likely will be 
in the pool of candidates under consideration. Validity study shows an admission chance from 63% to 73%. 
Good Choice 
Your academic record and personal profile is similar to the records of most recent freshmen at these colleges. While you have reason to be 
optimistic, there is enough variation among colleges in how they evaluate the credentials of applicants that you should have at least a few 
other options. Validity study shows an admission chance from 50% to 60%. 
Somewhat Difficult 
Some freshmen at these colleges have academic records and personal profiles like yours, but a majority of the most recent freshmen have 
stronger overall admission profiles. Your chances will increase if (a) you improve your record before admission decisions are made and/or 
(b) there are unique admission factors that we did not consider that will count in your favor. Applying to all or some of these colleges is 
certainly acceptable, but you should make sure you have enough colleges spread among the Good Choice, Solid to Strong, and Very Good 
to Excellent categories to give yourself a good chance of being admitted to some of the colleges on your Apply List. Validity study shows an 
admission chance from 29% to 39%. 

Very Difficult 
Nearly all recent freshmen at these colleges have academic records and personal profiles that are stronger than yours. Nevertheless, you 
may want to keep these colleges on your Apply List if (a) they are truly your favorites, or dream colleges; (b) you expect to improve your 
record before admission decisions are made; and/or (c) there are unique admission factors that we did not consider that will count in your 
favor. If you decide to go ahead and apply to any of these colleges, make sure you have other colleges spread among the Good Choice, 
Solid to Strong, and Very Good to Excellent categories to give yourself a good chance of being admitted to some of the colleges on your 
Apply List. Validity study shows an admission chance from 2% to 12% 



Fit & Match - Your Results 

(Cont.) 

How Do You Compare? 
For each school on either list you will see a 
section named How Do You Compare? This 

feature compares your record with the records 
of the most recent freshmen at the colleges 
you have selected in five categories: GPA, 

SAT, ACT, LEVEL, and ACTIVITIES. 

• GPA, or grade point average, compares your unweighted cumulative GPA with those of the most recent freshmen.  NOTE: While 
this comparison can be a quite helpful yardstick, some caution needs to be exercised. Our formula assumes the college 
has reported the unweighted GPA of their most recent freshman class. To the extent, the college has reported a higher 
weighted GPA, you may actually compare more favorably than the colored symbol indicates. 

• SAT compares your highest overall SAT score with the highest overall SAT scores of the most recent freshmen. 

• ACT compares your highest composite ACT score with the highest composite ACT scores of the most recent freshmen. 

• LEVEL, or course level, compares the rigor of your high school courses (i.e., the number of honors, AP, IB, and/or college-level 
courses) with that of the most recent freshmen. 

• ACTIVITIES, or extracurricular activities, compares your participation and achievement outside the classroom with the involvement 
and accomplishments of the most recent freshmen. 



Fit & Match - Your Results 

(Cont.) 

How Do You Compare? 
For each school on either list you will see a 
section named How Do You Compare? This 

feature compares your record with the records 
of the most recent freshmen at the colleges 
you have selected in five categories: GPA, 

SAT, ACT, LEVEL, and ACTIVITIES. 

• GPA, or grade point average, compares your unweighted cumulative GPA with those of the most recent freshmen.  NOTE: While 
this comparison can be a quite helpful yardstick, some caution needs to be exercised. Our formula assumes the college 
has reported the unweighted GPA of their most recent freshman class. To the extent, the college has reported a higher 
weighted GPA, you may actually compare more favorably than the colored symbol indicates. 

• SAT compares your highest overall SAT score with the highest overall SAT scores of the most recent freshmen. 

• ACT compares your highest composite ACT score with the highest composite ACT scores of the most recent freshmen. 

• LEVEL, or course level, compares the rigor of your high school courses (i.e., the number of honors, AP, IB, and/or college-level 
courses) with that of the most recent freshmen. 

• ACTIVITIES, or extracurricular activities, compares your participation and achievement outside the classroom with the involvement 
and accomplishments of the most recent freshmen. 



Fit & Match - Your Results 

(Cont.) 

For each school on your lists you will see a “Modify Tags” next to the school’s name that you can 
use to indicate if you plan on applying Early Decision, if you have a special talent, or if you are a 

recruited athlete at the school. By clicking on the “Tag” you can select:



Fit & Match - Your Results 

(Cont.) 

• Yes, I am interested in Early Decision 
Early Decision, or E.D., is an admission plan offered by many colleges. It is important to note that 
Early Decision plans are binding on students. This means that if you submit an E.D. application to a 
college that admits you, you are obligated to attend that college. Because of the binding nature of 
E.D., you may only apply Early Decision to one college. 

NOTE: This college-planning program allows you to indicate that you are applying E.D. at more 
than one college on your Apply List. This feature will allow you to determine whether applying E.D. 
will measurably increase your chances of admission. Remember, when the time comes to actually 
apply, you can only apply E.D. at one college. 

• Yes, I am an Athletic Recruit 
Indicate that you are an athletic recruit at a college, if and only if (1) you know you will be offered an 
athletic scholarship or (2) the coach has assured you that you will be listed (i.e., your name will 
appear on the list of recruits that the coach will submit to the admission office for special 
consideration). Note that while Division III and Ivy League colleges do not offer athletic 
scholarships, they do typically allow coaches to request special consideration for a limited number 
of recruited athletes. 

• Yes, I believe I have a special talent (other than athletic) 
Indicate only if you have a very high level of talent (for example in the arts) and you plan to submit 
evidence of your ability as part of your application with the expectation that an evaluation of your 
talent will increase your admission chances. 

• None of these, or I will decide later. 

• My mother or father has an undergraduate degree from this college. 



Fit & Match - List Balance 

Next Steps 
 

After you’ve reviewed you Apply List it's a good idea to have a "balanced" college list. Sometimes 
this means adding a college or two to your list. 

 
To better determine whether your current college list is balanced, select the List Balance button. 

There you will see a graph that is designed to help you determine whether your current list is 
sensibly balanced. A well-balanced list will give you the best chance of being admitted to at least a 

few colleges. As you weigh your admission chances at various colleges, having a number of 
options is an important part of good college planning. 

 



Fit & Match - List Balance 

(Cont.) 

List Balancing 
 

While there are many different ways to think about organizing or balancing your Apply List. Here 
are some general principles to keep in mind: 

• Even if you can see yourself improving, you should not have all your Apply List colleges in the 
Somewhat Difficult and Very Difficult categories. It is perfectly all right to have some "dream 

schools," but not to the exclusion of others that are more likely to admit you. 
 

• Good Choice is the “sweet spot." A well-balanced list usually has a number of schools in this 
category. 

 
• It's a good idea to have a few Apply List colleges in the Solid to Strong and Very Good to 

Excellent categories. Since there is no guarantee that you will be admitted to the colleges you 
have in the other three categories, you should have some colleges that will consider you among 

their more qualified applicants. 
 

There is also the cost issue. Research shows that students admitted to colleges in the Solid 
to Strong and Very Good to Excellent categories have the best chance of winning 

merit-based scholarships from those colleges. 
 
 



Fit & Match - List Balance 

(Cont.) 

After you've taken a moment to review the graph under the List Balance button you may want to 
use the Add More feature below the graph to search for more colleges in one or more of the five 
categories. If you're wondering why your chances of being admitted to a college are Somewhat 

Difficult or Very Difficult, you should review the HOW DO I COMPARE data next to the college's 
name on the Your Results page. Doing so may help you understand why your chances are less 
than those in the other categories. Who knows? If you're lucky, there may still be enough time to 

improve your chances!

Remember that your filling out all your information and looking over the results is really just 
the first step in using StudentPrep. Spend time considering your academic record and 

personal profile, where or how can you improve it? So, you don’t have the academic record 
or personal profile that meets the admission standards of you school of choice? What do 

you need to do to improve your admission chances? 



College Planning Tool - Cost & Aid 

Login to your StudentPrep account and go to the College Planning tab to search and select colleges.



Cost & Aid - Introduction 

Using the Cost & Aid tab will help you determine if you might qualify for need and merit based aid, 
and if so, the likely amount you might have to pay at each of your colleges choices. 

 
We believe that your financial planning should be done in conjunction with your admission 

planning, not after when it may be too late to change certain variables. 
 

Good college planning involves both admission planning—compiling a college list, evaluating 
your chances, and, if necessary, working to improve your record—and financial planning 

—figuring out how you are actually going to pay for college 
 

All too often "How are we going to pay?" questions are put off by families until after the student has 
been admitted. The unfortunate result is that some parents discover that the dream schools or first- 

choice colleges of their children are not affordable. This planner was designed to help you avoid 
such an occurrence by giving you the opportunity, and the resources, to combine admission and 

financial planning. 
 

Estimated Real Cost Explained 
 

We take the information you enter on this form and run it through the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) need formula, and the College Boards CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE need 

formula when appropriate, to get your Expected Family Contribution (EFC). We then consider each 
college's policy regarding how much student "need" it actually funds. To the extent that a given 

college does not meet 100% of student need (as fewer than 100 colleges do), the amount of unmet 
need is added to your EFC. The resulting Estimated Real Cost is the most appropriate figure for 

you to use as the "bottom-line" cost of attending a given college for one year. 



Cost & Aid - Cost Components 

To find out more about what factors comprise 
a sensible college budget, click on Cost 

Components. To get a better understanding 
of what types of assistance are available to 

help with college costs, click on Financial Aid 
Opportunities. 

Tuition 
This is the charge for classes or credits. It is typically the largest expense in yearly cost of attendance. Many colleges tack on various other 
fees to tuition, so you will often see this expense listed as tuition and fees. Private colleges normally have a single tuition charge for all 
students, while public colleges typically have separate tuition charges for resident (in-state) and non-resident (out-of-state) students. 
Room 
This is the charge for students who choose to reside in campus housing. This expense must be estimated by students who choose to reside 
off campus or at home, while attending college. 
Board 
This is the charge for students who choose a meal or food contract with the college. This expense must be estimated by students who 
choose to eat their meals off campus. Often room and board charges are lumped into one figure. Some colleges charge a comprehensive 
fee that includes tuition, room, and board. The tuition, room, and board is sometimes referred to as billable expenses because they are the 
expense items posted on the student's account. 
Books 
This is the cost of all required textbooks and other course materials. 
Personal Expense 
This is the cost of the various items that a student purchases in addition to the above — room furnishings, laundry, phone, additional food, 
clothing, entertainment, etc. 
Travel 
This is the cost of traveling back and forth from home to college. The usual guideline is to allow for the cost of two round-trip air fares for 
students who live far away and a lesser amount for students who live within driving distance. 
Commuters 
Students who commute to college should add in travel and lunch expenses. 

When calculating the yearly cost of attendance, it is important to include all reasonable expenses. 
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Merit Scholarships 
This is money awarded to a you based on any number of things other than the financial situation of your family. The most common merit 
scholarships are associated with academic achievement, talent, character, field of study, service to others, and meeting donor restrictions. 
Some students win merit scholarships from outside organizations, but the primary source of merit aid is colleges themselves. Some merit 
scholarships are for one year only. Four-year scholarships typically require the student to maintain a minimum GPA or to meet other 
standards to have it renewed. 

Need Aid 
This is financial assistance that is provided after it has been determined that your family does not have the financial resources to pay the 
entire yearly cost. An evaluation of eligibility for need aid requires the submission of the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). 
For incoming college freshmen, the FAFSA must be completed and submitted after October 1st of the student's senior year in high school. 
In addition to the FAFSA, a number of colleges (primarily private institutions with their own need funds) require the PROFILE, a fee-based 
aid application administered by the College Board. 

Your family is determined to have "need" if the expected family contribution (EFC) that is calculated from the FAFSA or PROFILE is less 
than the yearly cost. If the EFC is equal to or more than the yearly cost, your family is judged "no-need." Need aid is usually given in a 
"package" consisting of a grant ("gift aid," like a scholarship), a student loan, and a work-study job. The sum of a student loan and the 
work-study job is called the "self-help" amount because the you bear the burden of repaying the loan and working at a on-campus job. In 
evaluating a need-based award, it is important to look at both the total amount of aid as well as the size of the grant compared to the 
self-help amount. 

State Aid 
This is financial assistance that is provided by a state to its residents. All states offer some form of student aid, usually offering both need 
and merit aid programs. Although there are some variations, most state aid is limited to state residents who attend college within the state. 


